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It seems significant that the season of Easter is 
four times longer than the season of Christmas.  
We have only twelve days of Christmas, but we 
have fifty days of Easter.  Longer than the season 
of Lent, we have fifty days to grow into an 
understanding of what the resurrection is all about.  
And particularly this year we need every one of 
those fifty days.  As we grapple through the 
continued uncertainties, the gaining sorrows, and 
the ever present anxieties of living in this strange 
time of a pandemic, once again with a stay at 
home order in our province, we have fifty days to 
reflect on what the resurrection means for us in our 
time.


On this octave of Easter morning we join our 
Bishop, our Metropolitan, and our Primate to 
extend our prayers and sympathies to the Queen 
on the death of her beloved husband, His Royal 
Highness, Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh.  A 
lifetime that remarkably spanned nearly a century 
of devoted service, because he has been a fixture 
of the monarchy for most, if not all of our lives, his 
death triggers a range of emotions. 


I wonder what it will look like without Prince Philip, 
the royal consort, there. I can’t imagine, because 
it’s all I have ever known.


He held an office in an institution that through all 
the permutations of social change, economic 
instability, and political upheaval is intended to 
uphold dignity, inspire service, and provide a 
foundation of civic stability.  That’s the purpose of 
the sovereign.  And he helped Her Majesty do her 
job; so for his life we give thanks.  Now he joins the 
realm of the communion of saints in light through 
the power of Christ’s resurrection. 


That’s one thing we learn about Easter: Christ’s 
resurrection from the dead ushers the way for all 
people to become inheritors of the promise first 
given to Abraham; that the power of sin and death 
would no longer have dominion; and that we would 
all, regardless of who we were or what we’ve done, 
we would all, by God’s power and mercy, become 
citizens of a royal kingdom of light, knit together by 
an eternal fellowship, a relationship of love, an 
intimate bond of devoted service, expressed for all 
time between the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
That’s the gift of Christ’s resurrection that God 
gives us; a gift that we could never give ourselves.  


And Thomas says, “I don’t believe it - unless I see 
it.”  




And so he does see it. 


A week later, locked in their home together, Jesus 
appears to Thomas and the others and says, 
“Peace.”  That is the first word out of the lips of the 
resurrected Jesus to his friends, “Peace.”  It wasn’t 
“Where were you?” Or “How dare you?” Or “Why 
did you leave me?” It was simply “Peace.”  What 
an extraordinary gift.  


That word sums it all up:  if in the midst of an 
ongoing pandemic, in the midst of the challenges 
of a “stay at home” order, in the midst of mourning 
the death of loved ones, if any one of us is able to 
hear and receive the gift that passes all 
understanding, God’s peace, then you have life. 


In the midst of it all you have life.  That’s the first 
fruit of Christ’s resurrection, that’s the promise, to 
live in a place of consolidated peace, even and 
particularly amidst all of the changes and chances 
of this fleeting world, or all of the sorrows, all 
because you believe the resurrection to be true.


Maybe that’s why Her Majesty describes herself as 
having faith, because clearly living in a place of 
peace is what she has been able to do in her 
lifetime.  It is what sustains her, inspires her, 
grounds her.  And her faith will continue to sustain 
her even as she mourns the death of her husband.


What is it you need to believe it?


John says that all the books in the world could not 
contain all of the things that Jesus did and said, 
but “these things are written so that you might 
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and through believing you may have life.”


Unlike Thomas we were not there to see it, but we 
have the apostolic witness; we have their 
testimony, and that, John tells us, is all we need.  


Now join me in these fifty days of Easter to grow 
deeper into an understanding of what Christ’s 
resurrection looks like this year, in our time, in our 
lives; that we might hear the resurrected Christ 
announce “Peace” and thereby live.  
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